
Choosing a Future for Our Coasts through 

Multifaceted Community Outreach and 

Engagement Programs



For the People:
ÅAround 5 million people call this area home
Å80% live within 1 mile of a body of water
ÅHalf of the population of Texas lives in the watershed

ÅThe Bay and its natural shoreline serves as protection from 
storms and  flooding

For the Economy: 
ÅGalveston Bay = $4 billion industry  
ÅEcotourism, commercial fishing, shellfish

For the Environment: 
ÅEstuaries are among the most productive ecosystems in 

the world
Å It is the largest estuary in Texas

Why Does Galveston Bay Matter? 
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Reduction of non-point source 
pollution comes from changing 
behaviors through education

Bacteria Reduction I-Plan

Galveston Bay Foundation
Water Programs



ÅSocial media

ÅCommunity engagement

ÅPartnerships

ÅOutreach

ÅEducation efforts

Bacteria Reduction I-Plan

Reduction of non-point source 
pollution comes from changing 
behaviors through education



tǳƳǇ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5ǳƳǇ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ

ÅGoal: Reduce fecal 
bacteria in the Bay 
by educating 
boaters, collecting 
and communicating 
environmental data 
to the public, 
collaborating with 
authorities to 
increase reporting 
and enforcement of 
illegal boater waste 
discharges, and 
establishing 
Galveston Bay as a 
federal No 
Discharge Zone



tǳƳǇ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5ǳƳǇ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ

ÅPromoted through 
social media

ÅPartnerships with 
local marinas and 
boater groups

ÅEducation and 
outreach

ÅOutreach and 
marketing materials 
as giveaways



Dockwalkers

ÅVolunteers survey boater communities

ÅPartnerships with local marinas 

ÅEducation and outreach

ÅOutreach and marketing materials as 
giveaways (Clean Boater Kits)

Å{ǳǇǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ tǳƳǇ 5ƻƴΩǘ 5ǳƳǇ 
(reducing fecal bacteria by educating 
boaters)



Bag it for your Bay!

ÅGiveaways

ÅSocial media



Cease the Grease

ÅGoal: to reduce and 
eliminate bacteria being 
introduced into the Bay from 
sanitary sewer overflows 
caused by blockages of fats, 
oil, and grease

ÅPartnerships with local 
municipalities through a 
workgroup


