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FYI . .

O Live to be up to 40 years old in captivity,
about 25 years in the wild. Mate for life.

O Adult males establish their own territory. Males
and females bond and have elaborate
courtship rituals.

~

O oDancing Cranesbéo

O Both flap their wings, bow their heads, leap
into the air and make loud vocalizations.

O Once they become a oOocoup
paired for the rest of their lives.

O Re-mate only after the death of their mate.

http://\Nuretourism.tamu.edu/2011/09/15/whooping-crane-experiment-at-aransas-national-wildlife-refuge-volunteers-work/
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The AransasWood Buffalo Population
(AWBP) of whooping cranes3rus
americang

Status: CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

Last naturally migrating flock in existence.

Travel alone, in pairs, or small groups a
distance of approximately 2,500 miles.

Winter 2014/15:

494 wild, self-sustaining population
157 captive populations
throughout the U.S. and Canada.

International Crane Foundation o0 Baraboo, WI
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By 1941, only 15 cranes wintered at ANWR, representing an all -time low in whooping crane numbers, as
well as, creating a loss of approximately 2/3 of the genetic material of the species (USFWS 2012h).
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prairiefirenewspaper.com/2010/09/the -whooping -cranes -survivors-against -all-odds



Flying filet mignon

https://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2014/04/




An attempt to
establish a second
Western population
failed because the
birds were hatched /
using Sandhill Cranes e
as surrogate parents.

The Whooping

Cranes imprinted on
Sandhill Cranes and
woul dndt mat e
their own kind.

“ Current Summering & Wintering areas |
“ Former Breeding & Wintering areas

North America Abers Equal Area Conic

Woad Buffalo ¥
NaﬁonalPark

~ Whooping Crane

‘ﬁ:\

N

¢ TS
\/ {i /( _--.)
\ YA ‘N
| o ol
M T 1\ Al
RS 27

~ ‘\,k _;~ .. b "\ =
Eastern
-1 Migrating Pop.

-

Pid
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

~ Non -migrating
A | Florida Population
e YR 1 PO ’anssaha’wh'zka
: ""'N:’Z‘ Sl:i{rks\o NWR .~
e X /m’m; Rwer, LA NWR G Q}\ o~
\ ™ \ | ¥ B
‘] \fnkansasmvn Q\j’ : :\‘\'ﬁ-\ |
- e - " - Ir? y
: ‘ /_/‘ﬂi':‘:j::?‘\b":\ (5 Ty AP -4>;j
' Lo PSRN ST ATFLE) T
» e 4} (e A
» N\~ < } e — CT;‘E"-\-’
\ /( [ 3 oGF



THE EASTERN OREI NTRODUCTI ONOFLOCK
At 5 or 6 months old, chicks follow ultralight planes on their first migration from
Wisconsin to the flock's winter home  west coast of Florida .

Jearner.org/jnorth/images/graphics/c
/craneHYO03 151.jpg

http://www.birdminds.com/WhoopingCrane.php

Since 2001, Operation Migration pilots have led captive  -bred whooping crane
\ chicks on their first fall migration from Wisconsin to Florida.
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This Is a soundbox and joystick mounted inside of an uitralight
The joystick allows the pilot to immediately play any one of

seven whooping crane calls




Captive -bred Whooping Crane chicks fed with crane -
simulating hand puppets manipulated by costumed humans.
(Photo : International Crane Foundation)
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Whooping crane vocalizations are played from the puppet,
(photo taken at Patuxent WRC, courtesy of Dr. Bernhard Wessling)

\ ttp://Iwww pringbackthecranes.org/technicaldata
dase/vocalizations/index.html

\

https:A\rdsnews.com/2013/whooping -crane -migration -heightens -endangered -species -
charisma¥#.VjThmLerSM8
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http://disneyopolis.com/whooping
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Tontehrof U.S. Fish and Wildervice transpods
emaciated whooping crane to receive emergency vete
care. The endangered bird died arays

Imagecourtesy of USFWS

http://t\&ransasproiect.orq/situation/whoopinq

What brought this study to light in Texas
23 Whooping Crane Deaths, Winter 2008

Drying Up
Drought conditions in Texas have made bays and estuaries
saltier than normal, hurting wildlife and the fishing industry,

Drought intensity | Galveston Bay Oysters are
- 3 under attack from predators
Moderate and parasites that thrive in

salty water,
Severe
Extreme N
Exceptional Ft. Worth _Dallas '
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Source

u.s. Houston

Drought o

Monitor

San Antonio The drouaht infand
is reducing the flow of fresh
water from rivers into coastal
marshes, bavs and estuaries,

" Aransas National
Wildlife Refuge

Several whooping

Corpus Christi Blue crabs have fled
nearby bays because of the saity
water, forcing fishermen to move

depleted the
population of the

their traps farther south. blue crabs they eat,

-cranes /

cranes dled because
salty water conditions
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http://thearansasproject.org/situation/whooping-cranes/

http://thearansasproject.org/situation/whooping -cranes/




