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How big? . . . . 

www.learner.org



FYI . . 

Ô Live to be up to 40 years old in captivity, 

about 25 years in the wild. Mate for life. 

Ô Adult males establish their own territory. Males 

and females bond and have elaborate 

courtship rituals. 

Ô òDancing Cranesó

Ô Both flap their wings, bow their heads, leap 

into the air and make loud vocalizations. 

Ô Once they become a òcouple,ó they stay 

paired for the rest of their lives. 

Ô Re-mate only after the death of their mate.



 

The Aransas-Wood Buffalo Population 

(AWBP) of whooping cranes (Grus 

americana)

Status: CRITICALLY ENDANGERED

Last naturally migrating flock in existence. 

Travel alone, in pairs, or small groupsña 

distance of approximately 2,500 miles. 

Winter 2014/15: 

494 wild, self-sustaining population

157 captive populations 

throughout the U.S. and Canada.

WCEP est. a new secondary flock

as protection against extinction

Self-sustaining Western flock

International Crane Foundation ðBaraboo, WI





http://www.prairiefirenewspaper.com/2010/09/the -whooping -cranes -survivors-against -all-odds

By 1941, only 15 cranes wintered at ANWR, representing an all -time low in whooping crane numbers, as 

well as, creating a loss of approximately 2/3 of the genetic material of the species (USFWS 2012b). 



Flying filet mignon

https://markgelbart.wordpress.com/2014/04/



An attempt to 

establish a second 

Western population 

failed because the 

birds were hatched 

using Sandhill Cranes 

as surrogate parents.  

The Whooping 

Cranes  imprinted on 

Sandhill Cranes and 

wouldnõt mate with 

their own kind. 

Eastern

Migrating Pop.

Non -migrating

Florida Population



http://www.learner.org/jnorth/images/graphics/c
/craneHY03_151.jpg

THE EASTERN òREINTRODUCTIONóFLOCK 

At 5 or 6 months old, chicks follow ultralight planes on their first migration from 

Wisconsin to the flock's winter home west coast of Florida .

http://www.birdminds.com/WhoopingCrane.php

Since 2001, Operation Migration pilots have led captive -bred whooping crane 
chicks on their first fall migration from Wisconsin to Florida.





http://www.bringbackthecranes.org/technicaldata
base/vocalizations/index.html

Captive -bred Whooping Crane chicks fed with crane -

simulating hand puppets manipulated by costumed humans. 

(Photo : International Crane Foundation)

https://birdsnews.com/2013/whooping -crane -migration -heightens -endangered -species -

charisma/#.VjThmLerSM8



http://disneyopolis.com/whooping -crane/





What brought this study to light in Texas 

23 Whooping Crane Deaths, Winter 2008 -09

Tom Stehnof U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service transports an 

emaciated whooping crane to receive emergency veterinary 

care. The endangered bird died on its way.

Image courtesy of USFWS

http://thearansasproject.org/situation/whooping -cranes /

http://thearansasproject.org/situation/whooping-cranes/


http://thearansasproject.org/situation/whooping -cranes/


