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Removal of Ghost Fishing
Gear from Cuttyhunk

Shorelines

Laura Ludwig
Center for Coastal Studies
Marine Debris & Plastics Program

Presentation for Cuttyhunk Residents
US Coast Guard Building, Cuttyhunk

August 11, 2023
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Meeting with
Lewandowski
Cornell University
Senior Lecturer
Dept of Music

Annie




Siren
By Annie Lewandowski

Chillmark MA 2021
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At-Sea Recovery Stats

2013 2014 2017 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 totals
# boats - recovery 5 2 2 3 4 4 4 2 26
# boat-days - recovery 24 13 9 18 18 18 20 10 130
days of sonar 5 4 10 5 5 5 4 0 38
# boats - sonar 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 0
# fishermen 14 7 6 8 6 10 8 3 62
# crap traps 130 184 80 65 188 104 79 175 1005
# good traps 120 142 126 153 45 74 71 33 764
# total traps 250 326 206 218 233 181 150 208| 1772
tons good trap weight (est) 3| 3,55/ 3.15/ 3.83 1.13 1.85 1.78 0.83 19.1
tons recycled/incinerated 10 6 5.7 7.5 6.81] 10.85 7.345 6.40 60.6
tons total weight all recovered geaf 13| 9.55| 8.85| 11.325| 7.935 12.7 9.12 7.22 79.7
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
Division of Marine Fisheries
251 Causeway Stree, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02114
p:(617) 626-1520 | : (617) 626-1509
s mass gou/marinefsheries

June 27,2022

Laura Ludwig, Project Coordinator
Center for Coastal Studies

5 Holway Avenue

Provincetown MA 02657

Dear Laura,

The Cuttyhunk Island Artists’ Residency draws artists from around the country to our small
island for one week in June cach year, where they may immerse in the beauty and nature of
our surroundings to create their artwork.

Some of our surroundings, however, include fishing gear that has been pushed up onto our
shoreline by storms, contributing to a completely un-natural setting in an otherwise
beautiful area.

We are familiar with the issue of lobster gear deposited o the shore, and we are aware
there are artists who work with the debris as their medium of choice. Ind with

Lobstermen’s i Inc.
s 8 Otis Place ~ Scituate, MA 02066
" T Office 781-345-6984
i =

June 27,2022

Laura Ludwig, Manager
Marine Debris Program
Center for Coastal Studies
5 Holway Avenue
Provincetown MA 02657

Dear Laura,
“The Massachusetts Lobstermen’s Association (MLA) is proud to support the Center for Coastal Studies

(CCS) program to help clean up the coastline of Cuttyhunk Island in the town of Gosnold. The MLA is
CS inany ‘marine debris from Cuttyhunk,

Established in 1963, the MLAis a member-driven organization that accepts and supports the

; interests. The
‘membership i comprised of fishermen from North Carolina to Canada and encompasses a wide variety of
‘geartypes from fixed gear and mobile gear alike. The MLA continues to work cons sl through the
‘management process with the Division of Marine Fisheries, Atlantic States Marine Fisheries, Atantic
Large Whae Toke Reduclion Team, ndhe New England i Managnen Couneil 1o ot e

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES
RESEARCH FOUNDATIO

Thomas Ardito
Southeast New England Watershed Grant Program Director
2300 Clarendon Bivd.

Suite 603

Adington, VA 22201

Dear Mr. Ardito,

1 of the "Removal of Ghost Fishing Gear From Cuttyhu proposal.
With the support of Southeast New England Watershed Grant Program the Commercil Fisheries
Research Foundation has connected to a network of groups in the New England and Mid-Atlantic
tackling the problem of ghost gear. One of the leading organizations we have connected to s the Center
for Coastal Studies. 3 enter for CoastalStudies at-sea
removal program, we've been
disposal strategies and industry outreach for the program e are designing for Rhode Island. Laura s a

you Last fall, we envisioned that our week-long artists’ residency, which normally
accommodates a dozen painters, could also accommodate 2-4 marine debris artists, and we

continued ftability of the

In the MLA have worked with the CCS on a marine debris recovery projects around

share your belief that there would be great interest in the

We can concefve of the residency In such a way that our group of landscape painters and
the artists working with marine debris could have the opportunity to engage with each
other, learn about each other’s work, and share ideas. We imagine a beautiful pairing of
seulptural work, resulting from working with the fishing gear debris, and paintings of the
island produced by fellow artists, shown together at a public art show at the end of the
week.

fishi from | and would
Ill:( o assls\ yw in KNI gwl Ihere on Cuttyhunk. P‘t.lst k«p us informed of your progress.

Sincerely,
]c-l fj -7~t—

Tamalin Baumgarten

the region and have been very successful. As your proposal with the CCS will render the necessary aid
and sourees esded o remov the s gear” rought 10 hor by stor and e cion The s
surrounding  fishermen. It s estimated

key invit later this summer that seeks to bring together stakeholders in
the reghn o revew our plan

Given the extensive scope of abandoned, lost or discarded fishing gear in our region, both on shores and
underwater, we willall pe g
Therefore, enter for Coastal Studies p the island of C,

thatup 10 Fetofioe raps are lost underwater annually, prd nansof hom
winter storm events.

have shared with us that your budget allows for a fair daily rate of 3000 per vessel, with a
small portion ($500/day) contributed by the lobsterman. This day-rate would help to cover the costs of
fel, maintenance, equipment, and the experience and knowledse of captain and crew

‘We are standing by to help you arrange meetings with you and fishermen to help make this project a
suceessful one.

Sincerely,
eth Casoni

Executive Director

posal needs, we look
enter for Coastal Studies.

geting lobster gear. If

We intend to be in

Marine Debris P d agree with the Center for Coastal lost
o discarded fishing gear should be a priority for that plan. Securing first-hand removal data from our
he C. h

issue across Southern New England.

h Fisheri 3

{4y
N. David Bethoney
Executive Director, Commercial Fisheries Research Foundation

Director
Cuttyhunk Island Artists’ Residency
www.cuttyhunkislandresidency.com

CULSDMNG  NERUO  TAENATOWNDES  ROUADS MU OMELL HOKERAY
Governor . Govenor secrtary Commisianer Drector
Laura Ludwi September 30, 2021

Marine Plastics and Debris Program
Center for Coastal Studies
5 Holway Avenue
Provincetown, MA 02657
Letter of Authorization
Marine Debris Collection Project

Dear Ms. Ludwig,

In accordance with authority granted to the Director of the Division of Marine Fisheries at 322

CMR 7.01(4)(d), and Chapter 130 Sections 17 (2) and (3), this letter permits you to retrieve and
sess at may fixed gear collected along

eastern Cape Cod as part of an ongoing study and cooperative project.

Asyou know, the increased use of plasticsin fishing gear has resulted in persistent marine debis
‘that in some areas has littered the ocean floor and shorelines and causes mortality to some
marine species. Your work to identify and in some cases retrieve the derelict ishing gear will add
to our knowledge base and contribute to future policies and rules that may mitigate or prevent
occurrence of derelict ishing gear.

‘The following tablished as part of this letter of

1. This letter or copies of this letter must in possession of anyone retrieving fishing gear.

2. Nofishing gear properly witha ¥ v from the water.

3. All traps and nets and associated components, including buoys, removed from the water or the
shoreline shll be —to the degee passible - ventoried and descried regarding gear e,
fishery, of gear to DMF
annually.

4. Any buoys that are intact may be returned to the owners based on the permit number and
identification of the permit holders from the list furnished to you by DMF.

‘.Q
.‘1 Cornell University Annie Lewandowski
)y omeil University Department of Music
Cornell University
101 Lincoln Hall
Ithaca, New York 14853-4203
30 June 2022 L 607793 6136
apl72@comell.edu
Laura Ludwig, Program Coordinator
Marine Debris & Plastics Program
Center for Coastal Studies
5 Holway Avenue
Provincetown MA 02657

Dear Laura,

Thank you for contacting me regarding your proposal to secure funding for ghost gear removal from
Cuttyhunk Island. Working with you these past two years on your Cape Cod Bay derelict fishing gear
project has been the inspiration for my newest course offering, "MUS 1213 Music on the Brain Spring
Break Field Study - Whale Conservation and Marine Stewardship; April 2-8, 2023, designed to be held
over spring break so that up t0 15

June 2022
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
MASSACHUSETTS ENVIRONMENTAL POLICE
251 CAUSEWAY ST, SUITE 101

ISTON, MASSACHUSETTS 021 14-2153

Tehphons: 5171626-1630
Fax 1716261670

Tec Mr, Thomas Asdio, Divecese
SNEP Watcrsbod Geaats

Frooc Patrick Moma, Lt. Col, MA Eav Pol

Date: Jane 290, 2022
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Inthe fall of 2021, | ienod Laun Ludwig. Maoager of the Marine Debeis asd Plastics Program ot the
Cenar foe Coaseal Studics in Provincetown, abost the issuc.

with the Center for Coastal Studies on your annual Ghost Gear Removal Program. While we originally
had proposed the field trip to Provincetown, immersion in the issue on Cuttyhunk will offer students an
even greater upponumly to expand their citical engagement in course material through a deep

ct

14, 350U waters are great ")
wears deiberaned sbout much of it M. Ludwigh fishing gear recevery peogram in Cape Cod Bay for
Srewn sbowe the tide line. o the Cente o po pertise, voluseee muny years, aod osr ageacy has assistd led
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We bave the wif 1o clean our shores of hazardos bt
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e habitat and impact as part of 1gage
experience.

“The course is designed so that students will work directly with CCS to remove ghost gear, learn from
scientists and fishermen about the complex network of issues impacting marine conservation efforts in
Cape Cod and Buzzards Bay, and ultimately create a multi-media project focused on creative responses
and practical solutions to share with the public. | fully understand that music, art, and volunteer labor
cannot alone solve the issue of ghost gear, but it is my fervent hope that collaborations such as this, with
education and public outreach atits core, will reach a wider audience, assist with good work, and perhap
build friendships and understanding where none existed previously.

Itruly hope your proposal i a success and tat we meet you at the ferry in New Bedford next Apil.

With best wishes,
oK
Annie Lewandowski

Vours truly -

Soth Gkl 7.
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Dan Solazzo, CCS Drone Pilot




Marine Debris
UAS flight - Cuttyhunk

@ Cuttyhunk Home Point
Flight Path
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Cuttyhunk Field Campaign

sl Legend
Prepared by: Center for Coastal Studies
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DO YOU FISH NEAR

W |
Jgml /)
’ | M 4 0§

Ask to Unmute  *++

Marine Debris
UAS flight - Cuttyhunk

@ Cuttyhunk Home Point
Flight Path

ISLAND TRAP REMOVAL SCHEDULED FOR APRIL 3-7
TRAPS IN GOOD SHAPE RETURNED TO OWNERS

JUNK TRAPS AND ROPE DEBRIS RECYCLED OR USED
BY ARTISTS -

FOR MORE INFORMATION S N ILP

<<

| CALL/TEXT LAURA AT 207-263-5300 — e

Southeast New England Program
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CERTIFICATE OF LIABILITY INSURANCE

DATE (MM/DD/YYYY)
3/16/2023

THIS CERTIFICATE IS ISSUED AS A MATTER OF INFORMATION ONLY AND CONFERS NO RIGHTS UPON THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER. THIS
CERTIFICATE DOES NOT AFFIRMATIVELY OR NEGATIVELY AMEND,
BELOW. THIS CERTIFICATE OF INSURANCE DOES NOT CONSTITUTE A CONTRACT BETWEEN THE ISSUING INSURER(S), AUTHORIZED

REPRESENTATIVE OR PRODUCER, AND THE CERTIFICATE HOLDER.

EXTEND OR ALTER THE COVERAGE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES

IMPORTANT: If the certificate holder is an ADDITIONAL INSURED, the policy(ies) must have ADDITIONAL INSURED provisions or be endorsed.
If SUBROGATION IS WAIVED, subject to the terms and conditions of the policy, certain policies may require an endorsement. A statement on
this certificate does not confer rights to the certificate holder in lieu of such endorsement(s).

PRODUCER [ Hed
10 Univeraoy Ave 1%, e 800-553- 1801 TR w01 B77-816-2156
Westwood MA 02090 ADDRESS: Mmail@roge! .com
| INSURER(S) AFFORDING COVERAGE NAIC #

INSURER A : Atlantic Specialty | eC 27154
»(«:sgnntsgr . PROVCEN-D1| syper 8 : American Zurich Insurance Comp 40142
5 Holway Avenue T INSURER C :
Provincetown MA 02657 INSURER D :

INSURERE :

INSURERF :
COVERAGES CERTIFICATE NUMBER: 497791297 REVISION NUMBER:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE POLICIES OF INSURANCE LISTED BELOW HAVE BEEN ISSUED TO THE INSURED NAMED ABOVE FOR THE POLICY PERIOD

INDICATED. NOTWITHSTANDING ANY REQUIREMENT, TERM OR CONDITION

CERTIFICATE MAY BE ISSUED OR MAY PERTAIN, THE INSURANCE AFFORDED BY THE POLICIES DESCRIBED HEREIN IS SUBJECT TO ALL THE TERMS,
EXCLUSIONS AND CONDITIONS OF SUCH POLICIES. LIMITS SHOWN MAY HAVE BEEN REDUCED BY PAID CLAIMS.

OF ANY CONTRACT OR OTHER DOCUMENT WITH RESPECT TO WHICH THIS

ADDL|SUBR]
i IYPE OF NSURANEE usp| wvp POLICY NUMBER (MRBONYYY) | (MABONYYY) umITs
A | X | COMMERCIAL GENERAL LIABILITY 7100379180003 42412022 | 412412023 | EACH OCCURRENCE 51,000,000
[ DAMAGE TO RENTED
CLAIMS-MADE OCCUR PREMISES (Ea $500,000
MED EXP (Any one person) | $ 15,000
PERSONAL & ADV INJURY _| $1,000,000
GEN'L AGGREGATE LIMIT APPLIES PER: GENERAL AGGREGATE $2,000,000
PoLICY |:| 7 Loc PRODUCTS - COMP/OP AGG | $2,000,000
OTHER: $
AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY COMBINED SNGLELMIT | §
ANY AUTO BODILY INJURY (Per person) | §
OWNED SCHEDULED "
g e BODILY INJURY (Per accident)| §
| Hi NON-OWNED PROPERTY DAMAGE s
|| AUTOS ONLY AUTOS ONLY (Per accident)
B
A | X | UMBRELLALIAB X | occur B5JH54016 41242022 | 4/24/2023 | EACH OCCURRENCE $3,000,000
EXCESS LIAB CLAIMS-MADE AGGREGATE $3,000,000
oep | X IRETENTION:mmn s
5 |WORKERS COMPENSATION 6ZZUB-1K88069-9-22 122412022 | 1212472023 |X [ BER i
AND EMPLOYERS' LIABILITY YIN UTE
OPRIETOR/PARTNER/EXECUTIVE ELL. EACH ACCIDENT 51,000,000
ICER/MEMBEREXCLUDED? I:l NIA
(Mandatory in NH) E.L. DISEASE - EA EMPLOYEE| § 1,000,000
If yes, describe under
DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS below ELL. DISEASE - POLICY LIMIT | $1,000,000

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS / LOCATIONS / VEHICLES (ACORD 101, Additional Remarks Schedule, may be attached if more space is required)

CERTIFICATE HOLDER

CANCELLATION

SHOULD ANY OF THE ABOVE DESCRIBED POLICIES BE CANCELLED BEFORE
THE EXPIRATION DATE THEREOF, NOTICE WILL BE DELIVERED IN
ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY PROVISIONS.

Evidence of Insurance

Al??z; ;?DEFPRFSFN’TATIVF %\

ACORD 25 (2016/03)

©1988-2015 ACORD CORPORATION. All rights reserved.

The ACORD name and logo are registered marks of ACORD
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The VANITY FAIR COVER photo, Cuttyhunk version
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éret;g&ist Composer Lieutenant officer Science
8 Colonel Economics

double major

Sound artist major  Art history
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Lobster Traps ID’ed From:
Cuttyhunk - South shore
Cuttyhunk - West End Beach
Cuttyhunk - Oyster Farm Pile
Cuttyhunk - Copicut Neck
Cuttyhunk - Cliffs (not removed)
Cuttyhunk - Barges Beach

estimated additional un-ID'ed traps

Grand Total
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Top Ten Debris Items (not including lobster traps)
970

Non-descript rigid plastic pieces

Plastic bottles (Gatorade!)
Cans

Non-descript film plastic
Food wrappers
Non-descript foam pieces
Plastic bottle caps
Balloons

Lobster trap escape vents

Rubber gloves

821
390
339
302
269
177
166
101
94
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Tucker
Marine

Two

Full
50-yd
Roll-offs




7,600 Ibs of rope and other gear
6,200 Ibs of wire traps
1,000 lbs of bricks

Total weight was about 8 tons

Weight bets:
Seth = 6,200

LL = 8,000
Sarah = 12,000

(SARAH WINS!)







SATURDAY, AUGUST 12
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CLIMATE ACTION
NETWORK

11AM-
1PM

Meet at 11am, near the vehicle
parking area at the head of the
Barges Beach trail! Clean up
gear provided.

Cuttyhunk CAN!

Be sure to join us for lunch with
a chowder from the Cuttyhunk
Raw Bar, post clean up!
—BYO Chowder Mug!!

THIS PROJECT IS MADE POSSIBLE WITH THE GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE GOSNOLD CULTURAL COUNCIL, THE
ORGANIZATIONS BELOW, & WITH THE ENCOURAGEMENT AND PARTICIPATION OF THE CUTTYHUNK COMMUNITY

Mass  [EEEE CUTTYHUNK
N@ Cultural |1\ | S TFisn FARMS

-
Council s




Yellow Mystery Tube = Explosive Shock Tube
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Thank you Cuttyhunk!

Laura Ludwig

Marine Debris & Plastics Program Director
Center for Coastal Studies

5 Holway Avenue

Provincetown MA 02657

207-263-5300

LLUDWIG@COASTALSTUDIES.ORG
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