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Ecosystem benefits provided by Oysters

Improved Water Quality

Substrate for hard

bottom benthos &
refuge for other biota

*Mitigate coastal ocean acidification



Oysters Form Shell Reefs e
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10 Reasons to Recycle Oyster Shells
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Waste Oyster shells can provide many benefits to

our marine ecosystem; they are the perfect base for
young oysters to settle on and a natural habitat for
many small fish and crabs. As they dissolve, oyster
shells protect animals against the effects of coastal
acidification. Oyster shells also serve to stabilize our

shoreline against destructive storms. But first we
must return the shells to the bay!
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HALF SHELLS
FORHABITAT

RESTAURANT STAFF KINDLY SEPARATE
WASTE OYSTER SHELLS FROM TRASH

WASTE OYSTER SHELLS ARE PLACED
INTO BLUE HALF SHELLS FOR HABITAT
RECYCLING BUCKETS
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AT THE RECYCLING AREA, OYSTER SHELLS
ARE "AGED" IN THE SUN FOR 1 YEAR IN
ORDER TO SANITIZE

VOLUNTEERS PICK UP BLUE BUCKETS FROM
J PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS AND BRING THEM TO
| THE TOWN OF BROOKHAVEN RECYCLING FACILITY

PREP

HATCHERY

AGED SHELLS ARE SENT TO MANY PLACES, INCLUDING
THE SHELLFISH HATCHERY WHERE BABY OYSTERS,
CALLED “SPAT" SETTLE UPON THE OLD SHELLS

RETURN

WHEN LARGE ENOUGH, THE YOUNG
OYSTERS AND RECYCLED SHELLS ARE
RETURNED TO THE BAY

BENEFITS

LIVE OYSTERS CONSUME SMALL ALGAE BY FILTERING SEAWATER THUS
CREATING CLEAN, CLEAR COASTAL WATERS. TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THE
BENEFITS OF OYSTERS AND HOW YOU CAN HELP VISIT WWW.SEATUCK.ORG

Half Shells for Habitat is a Collaboration between Seatuck
Environmental Association, Town of Brookhaven Recycling
Center, and participating Long Island restaurants.

SEATUCIK

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSOCIATION

Enhanced Water Quality

Wild Oyster Habitat Restoration

Reduce Nitrogen Pollution ~
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Shoreline Stabilization L\

Mitigate Coastal Acidification
Provide Mesohabitat

Serve as a Carbon sink
Community Involvement
Tourism & Cultural History
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Half Shells for Habitat
SEATUCK Oyster Shell Recovery Partnership

Conserving Long Island Wildlife

Municipalities
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< HALF SHELLS
Oyster Reef
Restoration

Project Visit us at Halfshellsforhabitat.org

As of 2023 nearly 200,000 Ibs of . Environmental,
shell recovered and more than Non-Profit Group
45,000 Ibs. returned to our waters. T ——
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STEP 1. Farmed Oysters are Served in Restaurants

Environmental,
Non-Profit Group |

Waste shells
collected from restaurants and local
festivals can be used to create wild
oyster reefs
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STEP 2. Fstablish a Shell Curing Site SATUCR

> Less than b Iinches high

Municipalities > Aged for one year
» > Exposed to sun

L] > Turned over frequently

===_M > New pile every 3 months
;?Loff‘&ra. ¥

ms

\\\\\\\\“‘



STEP 3.

® Recruiting and scheduling volunteers *(local environmental group)

® Bucketcleaning*

® Shell Transport to curing site *

® Record keeping (curing dates, pile dates, source)*

® Assist with curing permits

® Inventory and provide supplies

® Shell distribution to habitat restoration projects

lame

Viliam Hijtop,

® Publish Newsletter o 0o

ody Banaszax
faureen pynp,
faureen Dunn
dy L banaszay
Villiam Hilton
3eorge Dale
3eorge Dale
im Schaefer

® Publicit

Date

211512019 1

2/28/201 9 Ca(

3/1/2019 Ko |
3112019 Teyq

Pick Up Locati
cations

2/20/2019 Catch Oyster Bar

2/22/201g H20

2/22/201g Tellor~

2/21 '
2010 8 Pick up Locations

N of Restayr; N
<Ny
Brookhaven Town Mo s

173 responses

Program Management SEATUCK

Conserving Long Island Wildlife

Visit us at
Halfshellsforhabitat.org

® 120
@ Tellers
@ Catch Oyster Bar
@ Prime
@ sSnapper Inn
@ Sat & Barrel
@ One time Festival
@ The View
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STEP 4.

Oyster Reef
Restoration Projects
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Creating a Living
Wild Oyster Reef
Using Spat-on-Shell

cornell cooperative extension
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Lessons Learned

* Permits are required to recover waste in NY and CT
* Efficient Bucket washing is key.

* Restaurants need staff information and consistency.
* Transportation to curing sites can be difficult.

* Every location has its unique challenges.
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o Seatuck Board Member

SEATUCK Transport Manager, Half Shells for Habitat

Conserving Long Island Wildlife

www.seatuck.org. www.halfshellsforhabit.org.  @halfshellsforhabitat

Seatuck 631-581-6908
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Extra slides



Shoreline Stabilization and
Living Shorelines to Prevent Erosion




