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Focusinq on the



DISSECTING THE PHOTO:

Assessing a Photo’s Essence, Meaning, and Purpose



Keeping her Mcmory Alive: M Y Grandma, Rosa Leyda

e What do you see? What stands out to
you?

 |In what ways does this photo capture
the subject’'s essence?

e Overall, how does this picture
make you feel?




TURN TO YOUR NEIGHBOR:
(5-7 MINUTES)

Do you have a special memory, story, or tradition
from your family or community? What is it and why
is it so special to you?

If you have a picture on your phone, feel free to show it with your
group and explain why it's so special to you!



REELECT/WRITE DOWN

Did you connect with your neighbor's story? Any similarities to
yours?



History of the Gowanus: Gowanus Canal
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* | enape Tribe
o Painting by Mario Martinez, Yaqui descent, reimagining
the Gowanus Canal
* The landscape dramatically changed
o Indigenous Land - Dutch colonization - Industrial
period (mid-1800s)



The Gowanus Canal Now

e The Environmental Protection

Agency (EPA) designated the
owanus Canal as a Superfund site

in 2009

e Superfund site - contaminated site
caused by hazardous waste

e Combined Sewage Overflow

e Dredging




The Gowanus Houses

e New York City Housing Authority
(NYCHA)

e Gowanus Public Housing - built
in the 1940s

e Close to the canal

e Hurricane Sandy in 2012

e | ack of green space and access
to the waterfront




My grandmother was born in Jimani,
Dominican Republic.

My mother was born in Santo
Domingo, Dominican Republic.

My family moved from the
Dominican Republic to
East New York, Brooklyn, New York

My family moved to the Gowanus
’\ Houses (public housing) shortly after




, After years of moving around, |
oo ;% -l settled in Gowanus, Brooklyn, where
sk 2w P AR T HIR my family originally established their

| started my photography project in
High School. | continue to document

my family and community’s history.



WHY AM I SHARING MY TIMELINE?

* Trace back to understand the now
e My family’s place in the Gowanus neighborhood
e Our contributions matter
o Greeting neighbors or interacting with nature
e Helps to understand our story within the larger community



IS TELLING SO I

e being erasec

eadlines




HOW TO TELL YOUR STORY



A Good Photo

e A phone camera is enough
o Your vision is enough

e An ethical lens
o Ask for permission to take a person'’s photo.

e Pre-existing rapport



Telling a Story

e \What do you want to say about a setting, group, or individual?
© Focus on your storytelling vision
® Joyous moments
m Serious or difficult moments



CAPTURING THE LONG ISLAND SOUND
COMMUNITY IMPACT FUND PROGRAM




e What stands out to you? What do you see?



e What stands out to you? What do you see?



MY STORYTELLING PROJECT:
GOWANUS HOUSES, 2014 TO NOW

How | Tell My Story



Tip #1: Angles say a lot




2022/23 - Grandma






Tip 2: Experiment with Lighting




2022/23 - Gowanus Canal Map Drawing on the
Window of the Smith - 9™ Streets Station
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2014/2015 - Gowanus Houses
Apartment Hallway



o

,
B, e

: 2 5 "-_‘ s : :'- -‘..
& |

F]

.-.’J
] |
— g
:1 . FI—' _
ated hﬂ*

~ 2014/2015 - Gowanus Houses
' Apartment Hallway




2013/2014 - Gowanus Houses Apartment




Tip #3: Create a diverse array of shots and
mediums




2025 and 2026 - Image and oil pastel depictions of
the Gowanus Houses Projects


https://substack.com/home/post/p-178625791
https://substack.com/home/post/p-178625791

2015 - Gowanus Houses Apartment,
Grandma’s Room






2025 - Looking in the Construction
Scaffolding Window
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2024 - Grandma’s Home Attendant
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2025 - Zine Made at Powerhouse Arts



Tips Explained

—_— - —

e Angles are everything!
e Experiment with lighting
e Develop a diverse array of shots and mediums



OTHER WAYS TO TELL YOUR STORY

e \Videography
e Audio Recording
e Preserve Zines/Sketch Designs/Paintings digitally
e Get Creative! The sky is the limit
o Other ideas: intergenerational collective storytelling projects,
collaging, origami, etc.
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Examples of projects that focus on memory work
in New York City:

e Dear Neighbor Project, Tiffany Baker's project - Gowanus, Brooklyn

o Climate storytelling through art, text, and audio stories
e Queens Memory Project - Queens

o Memories of Water Project

= Climate storytelling through audio stories
o Queens Name Explorer
= Honoring and remembering Queens neighbors through written
stories
e The Stories Behind Their Names: Queens Women in Action
* The People Behind the Names: Black History in Queens
e Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute (CCCADI) - East
Harlem

e Harlem Place Memory and Culture Archive - Harlem
e Bronx Narratives - Bronx
e | ES Yearbook Project - Lower East Side
e My Projects Runway - Public Housing Stories in NYC
e Barchives - NYC
e Map Stories - NYC



https://dearneighborproject.com/exhibitions/gowanus
https://www.queensmemory.org/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlxnJvY6Ze3bNtH1qPV03zwuGzDu3m8NZ
https://nameexplorer.urbanarchive.org/pr/nameexplorer/li/abc58900-980e-46c7-aab7-a223a746da6d#786cf8be-8a38-4acd-9fc2-f6b8dd545293
https://nameexplorer.urbanarchive.org/pr/nameexplorer/li/abc58900-980e-46c7-aab7-a223a746da6d#786cf8be-8a38-4acd-9fc2-f6b8dd545293
https://nameexplorer.urbanarchive.org/pr/nameexplorer/li/dc72a5a5-2593-4716-a832-f53e5bc7ccb7
https://www.cccadi.org/archivelab
https://harlemdigitalarchive.com/s/en/page/home
https://www.bronxnarratives.com/
https://lesyearbook.nyc/
https://www.instagram.com/my.projectsrunway/
https://barchivesnyc.wordpress.com/
https://urbanarchive.org/city/ny
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Digitization Series - Organize It Or Lose It:
Digital Declutter Series

Attend the Queens Memory Project’s series on how to archive and digitize historical
records, including photos and audio.

Register Here or with the QR Code Here:



https://queenslibrary-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/9tq1xnv1RvWwnU8Q0kZ7sg#/registration

PAPERSOULART + @WL_PMA
WINTER'26 @ @ IN COLLABORATION
PRESENT WITH @LESYEARBOOK
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WE RE BACK FOR PART 2: A NEW THREE-PART JOURNEY IN COLLAGE,
MONO-PRINTING, AND STORYTELLING.

CENTER FOR
ELLBEING &
PPINESS ©
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QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Photography Instagram Page: @kellieingrained
Substack: @kelliemarty
Email Address: kmarty@estuaries.org



